Letter from THOMAS LUCAS to
Joshua Wm Fennell Esq.

Ballybrado

near Caher

Ireland

Cape of Good Hope

Simonstown Head Quarters

March 17th 1806

My Dear Jos

I should think myself extremely ungrateful did I not give you some account of myself since I arrived in Africa. I shall first mention that I never enjoyed better health or spirits than I now do - you are long in ? this in possession of our expedition being against the Cape.

(Battle of Blaauwberg)

We arrived here on the 4th of January and landed on the 6th here. We were not engaged till the 2nd day after we landed except (for) some riflemen who lay in ambush on our landing (and) opened a smart fire upon us but we soon silenced it.  On the 8th of Jany we came in sight of General Jansn’s (Janssen) army and the action began at 12 o’clock. It was a bloody business on both sides for all that day as a number of the enemy were scattered in all directions.  Lying under our feet, as we advanced, 10, 15 & 20 lying dead in a heap. We lost very few men except from the enemy’s artillery as they thought to keep us at distance by keeping up a continued fire upon us. They had 25 pieces of artillery and some Howitzers but as we advanced in such a rapid manner they could not annoy us so much – we had but three regiments.

The Highland Brigade engaged, except the 24th Grenadier Company – my post was on the right of the 72nd Grenadiers – I never recollect a more glorious sight than when the Bag Pipes played ‘Cap-a-fee’ to the charge. Nothing could exceed the coolness with which the Highland Brigade advanced. It was in this instance Colonel Grant was shot thru’ the thigh. He rode a white horse at the right of the 72nd Regm which made him so conspicuous that a mounted rifleman rode up, alighted from his horse and shot him. I am much concerned to say he is obliged to return to England for the recovery of his health which I sincerely hope will be restored. I have received such kindness from him that I am bound in every tie of gratitude to acknowledge to the last hour of my life his purse and interest  have been at my command since I was so lucky as to accompany him.

I will not take up my paper with a detail of the action as you have it in the Despatches – I am very comfortably situated here, it is a beautiful country & a fine climate – Sir David Baird has appointed me to an Ensigncy in the 71st Regt. I am to join it when it is confirmed by the King which will be in 2 months. I am to remain with the 72nd Regt in the meantime which will cost me nothing. Colonel Grant has given me an unlimited order on the paymaster for whatever sum of money I want- in fact he has been more like a father to me than a friend since I left home – I often think of Ballybrado & the children, who I suppose will be much attend? Before I can see them. 
I believe there is no doubt but the Regt here will go to India & a reinforcement sent to garrison this place from England. We are hourly expecting a French fleet which escaped out of Breast – they consist of 6 sails of the line & six frigates – they sent in a French frigate here to say they were coming & to provide provisions – the French frigate had 3 flank companies on board of he 2nd & 56th Regt which she took off Gibraltar. The frigate ws much astonished to find the Cape in our possession – Sir Home Popham (Captain of HM ship the Diadem) hoisted Dutch colours on the Batteries to deceive her – 

Nothing could equal the fatigue I have underwent during a march of 3 weeks thro’ hot sands 300 miles into the country, the 72nd & 59th Regt were sent after the action to attack General Jansens in his lair, as he had fled into the interior of the country, When we had completely affected our plan he surrendered so we had our fatigue for nothing.
I have written a long letter to my mother & Billy. I am very anxious to hear from you all – I shall be looking out for an answer to this. I have now filled my paper so must conclude with dear love to cousin Betty & all the children, also Rehil Family & believe me to be your most affect









Thos Lucas

The Cover is fascinating, being the back page from the regimental accounts register folded as en envelope:

1st Battalion 72nd Regiment

Return of Lodging money due the Officers of the above Regt. From 1st to 28th February 1806 & signed by John G P Tucker

Lieut Colonel Grant – Period – Weeks/days- Rate – Amount – ‘wounded and not able to join’

Major Tucker

Captain White

Lieutenants Webb



Bell



Logan



Other

Ensign Sutherland

Adjutant Renwick

Asst Surgeon Mountgarrett

Lucas has written: ‘ 
Paper is excessively dear excuse this cover – Nothing can equal the quantities of Game here – I went out shooting one day without a dog & shot 42 brace of Partridge, 3 hares, a Quail & a Snipe – the country abounds in Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Wolves, Foxes & deer – Sir David Baird is sending home a Lion & Lioness as a present to the King. There is a subscription pack of hounds to be kept here which will be most extensively subscribed to. 

I sent this letter by the Volontaire frigate which goes from this to St Helena .....the India fleet – it would be very gratifying to me to receive a letter from you as any little news from Europe affords me pleasure. Excuse this kind of writing I have written it in Bed – 11 o Clock at Night.
71st (Highland) Regiment of Foot











